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Tape 5 
Side A 
 
Female: Educators and elders and for everybody.  
Please everybody stand. 
 
(Female Sings) 
 
Thank You. 
 
Ralph Cameron:  Hi Everyone.  
 
Crowd: Hi. 
 
Ralph Cameron:  Since I am in Pima Country I’ll say “Good Morning” in Pima and the 
Pima say, uh, the Pima say, uh… I’ve forgotten now. Anyway, there’s no words in 
Maricopa, cause when we see each other first thing in the morning it’s from heart to 
heart. ….. so we don’t have no word for Maricopa for “Good Morning.”  
So I’m thankful to be here this morning it’s an honor to be called upon to say a few 
words regarding some initiatives tribal … I see a pretty good crowd here and it makes me 
feel good that … gathered with the tribes here this morning because we want to continue 
to carry on as time comes.  
First thing I’ll talk about this morning is the history of the Yuman tribes.  The Yuman 
tribes are composed of nine different tribes. The Maricopa, the Yuma, the Mohave, the 
Walapai, the Supai, the ? tribe of Southern California, the Pai Pai tribe of Mexico, lower 
Mexico by the town of  Ensenada. Along the coast there, they live right outside …. from 
there. They have been coming out to Fort McDowell celebrations there are dance 
celebrations, and I’ve heard about it but I’ve never heard about these tribes all of my life 
until about ten years ago. So I rushed on up there and met my people, the ? People, last 
November when they came we meet the tribe. And I had a chance to meet with them. 
And we sat and had lunch together and we exchanged words.  And when they asked me 
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they said the same thing, the same words. And they sing the same songs, the bird songs. 
Then asked me if … all this time and they are speaking the Yuman language more like 
the old way. Cause we that live close to towns that went to school we lost a lot of that, 
but those people are still talking the same way and I was glad that I met them cause I 
talked with them. And so those are the tribes.  
And I’ve heard a lot of this from the old people when I was about of an age to remember 
things, around 4 or 5.  I’ve seen some very old men the old and new words are different 
… the Indian reservation still stays and I’ve heard what they have said about our past 
history. And then later on there was a book that was out written by Dr. Spears, and this 
was written back in nineteen hundred and thirty and he went back there to the Maricopa 
tribe and spent about a year or so out there, two different times and he has put this out 
and it is claimed to be the best book about Indian background. So I have picked this up 
from that book also. 
And next I want to talk about the Maricopa family history. Everything that is done or said 
about is by dreams. The Maricopa have their way of life that is brought to them, taught to 
them in way of dreams with the Spirit World.  At a young age they tell me, sometime 
maybe around 8, 9, 10 years old, sometime in the 10’s, a certain bird or an animal likes 
the way you live or likes the way you talk, and it pays a special attention to you and then 
at nights they take you out to four spiritual ? out in our community there, and then they 
go through the learning process night after night, night after night, also singing if you are 
to be a singer you learn all them songs everyday, everyday, but you don’t expose 
anything that you have learned during that time. And my people know because … they 
wouldn’t show me they know.  They have respect for you until you reach that age when 
you teach … horse … and you can go home and be a medicine man or maybe an orator.  I 
heard the last one… stand up and speak in his own language.  We have words that we 
have lost that has very, very deep meaning and we should write down in our hearts.  Like, 
if it’s in a sorrowful way, there are words that we can use that is very touching but in 
English it’s hard to express … because I don’t know too much about the English 
language. And, that is the way it was learned in those days, by dreams. 
And also the next one will be to speak about the birth of a child. This was before the 
coming of the White Man. We had our own way before a child was born there was a 
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special house made. A lightway house made in a particular way and that’s where they go. 
The mother goes in there for her delivery. And also on deliverance the grandmother or 
someone from the community would go in there and stay, but only two people. In there 
that house is built a little ways from the regular dwellings there.  In there when the child 
is born they want their child to be born in a free world. Free world. So therefore it was up 
to the mother to teach that child. The first thing it does is to make her try to smile and it 
was long before she was born, to all her life to be accepted into this world and also by the 
time the elder that was taking care of her leaves and just the two of them stay there for a 
set length of time. Then they return back to the regular house where the mother lives. 
And the whole family is there, the grandfather, the parents, the brothers and sisters. And 
that’s the place where they first introduce this baby into the house. They want real strict 
quietness. Children are taught to be quiet and respectful because like I said a while ago,  
they want to receive that child in free, open, peaceful world. And they are careful how 
they talk. No arguments. No playing around with the children. But that’s a way a child 
was brought in this life. From then on comes the duties of the family, especially the 
grandparents.  
I noticed my grandparents, my grandfather, I’ve never seen my grandmother, I lost her, 
but my father is my best teacher. What he taught me years ago was a big lodging in my 
life. I went through some hard trials through out life, but what he has passed on to me it 
made me to stand up against all these things. And also I would say that when I went to 
the boarding school, the Phoenix Indian High School, there were some kind white people 
there that took pity on us kids and saw the way we were treated, being away from home. 
They treat us nice.  I was about eight, nine, there are different white employees that stand 
out in my life.  Throughout the day, sometimes when I do something wrong I get 
conflicted and I’m reminded of those people. They teach you do this or say that and I 
straighten myself out and that’s the way it was. Like my grandfather … was the main 
one. And he sang songs, he told stories. All his songs and stories were oriented towards a 
good life overcoming life throughout your life then when you came the age of knowing 
right from wrong. You stay on the right path, you continue to live that way. There were 
strong deep meanings in his songs. Cause like I said he tells it like a (preacher life). He 
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tells these songs many times, From the day you were born up through your different ages 
until you end up in the fire.  
My tribe cremated our dead bodies and that’s the way these songs start from childhood to 
upon leaving this world. There is also four songs at the end of the wake that we have. 
Four songs that we sing and that admits them to the future world ahead.  A great world. 
There are four songs in there and that’s the end.  And that’s the way we have lived all 
those years.  But since we have made talk another way, part of it has taken out and we 
lost a lot of this. I learned this from the age of ten years old I went through the whole, up 
to the age of knowing from right I guess, something along there to fifteen years old…. 
But that was enough to make me stand up in this world and try to be a better citizen in 
this world. And that’s the reason why I’m here today.  
Well I’m one of the Maricopa elders.  My age is 81 years old and I’m glad to say that I 
can still get around and still do what I need to do as an elder.  ‘Cause I see this, it’s taken 
up more by elders a long time ago in the community. Teachings the grandfather let’s us 
know as we go on into the world that the community, the Indian people, the young people 
and the middle-aged, they teach us to go out in the field and work out in the fields they 
go, they teach ‘em how to use a shovel and they way to exert yourself there is a certain 
way that you can work all day long without exerting yourself. That was the way it was 
taught in those days. And then all this learning sprang from a Spirit Mountain. As our 
history goes we were the first when this earth was formed we started from the West Coast 
along there. Then from there on we traveled down east toward the desert countries. And 
there was the first spirit mountain we had there right around the area of San Diego, I 
mean, San Bernardino, California.  But that was disregarded as we moved on up here and 
then up to the present, the last Spirit Mountain. We, all this life was taught, our way of 
life, when to plant, all those things are all mapped out that was told, like I say, it was told 
to the man that was in contact with the Spirit World.  And everyone in the community, 
like I say, has grown up to their teachings. What everything is all about.  And the next 
one is told from the Spirit Mountain. We moved in different directions from there. 
Different tribes went different ways.  And like I said, the tribes that are still existing 
today, they were going to this area.  Another thing I want to tell about too is that you 
probably will be hearing a lot of bird songs through this meetings that you are having 
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here up to Thursday. Those bird songs is a gift to the Yuman Tribes. To all these nine 
people. So they all sang, but no one says, “That’s mine. Our tribal songs!” They do not 
say that. It’s for all the nine Yuman Tribes. Modern day scientist have a way of 
discovering a lot of things. They say that bird songs have come from way back during the 
ice age.  And I believe the last ice age was 20,000 years ago.  First one was around 
40,000 years ago, and so it must be from the first ice age when this bird song got to be 
sung by our tribe.  Because a lot of scientist say the Native American Indian have been 
here 50,000 years. But like I say, it’s been longer than that. The bird song is a real deep 
meaning.  It means a lot. It’s a way of life.  I may not understand it, but I understand a 
little here and there.  And that’s what I wanted to add on to that. And then the next one I 
want to speak of is the contributions of the Maricopa tribe.  It was back in Eighteen 
hundred and sixty three, when the Maricopa tribe, plus four other tribes have made a 
peace treaty. We call it the “Treaty of Peace.”  And my tribe celebrates that. We will be 
celebrating that the sixth of next month, the sixth of April, about the Laveen way 50 
miles southwest of Phoenix. It will be a long day of all tribes getting together singing and 
dancing, telling stories and things like that. So that was the, they did that because before 
1863 many of the tribes were fighting one another. There was war going on all the time. 
These five tribes they would rather to do something more, more better, than to be fighting 
one another. So these five tribes, they took a lot of wisdom, a lot of planning to get 
together, to pass this. And it was passed at Fort Yuma, Arizona way back in 1863. And 
from then on when they settled that “Treaty of Peace” they said we go to protect Indian 
county, northern tribes, southern tribe. They said we are willing to help the non-Indian 
that were scattered all over this valley which was open to the warring tribes from all 
around. And so they made a vow to protect them, which they did and that’s when they 
formed.  It was during the time of Abraham Lincoln.  And this matter was presented to 
him that the State of Arizona needed help because that was during the civil war and our 
Arizona militia was pulled out to be apart of that Civil War away from there.  And it left 
this place open.  And so right away, right before Maricopa’s volunteered, all Maricopa’s 
and also the Pimas, 94 of them, they all volunteered, and they were company B, Arizona 
Volunteers. Maricopa’s were Company C, Arizona Volunteers. And they did their job 
well. They went out into the rough country to the East and to the North.  I had a chance to 
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get out that way about six months ago.  And I found that place to be a very, very rugged 
place.  They move by night, I don’t see how they move by night, but those people were 
trained ever since they were little, how to take care of their world. So they moved through 
there. And they did their job well. And I had the privilege of seeing the last survivors, the 
survivors of those members of Company B.  And I volunteered. They were very old men, 
perhaps 90 years old, imagine. And I remember that we were told new things about the 
elder.  So as we went to plow one in the field there would be a lot of people there and 
they would see those old veterans cause then they were very old.  Like I said, about 90.  
And they would say to us, “Young Boys, four or five of you go down this road.” And we 
would bag some game like doves, all kinds of doves, quails, rabbit if you can get one. So 
we did that.  Because we were taught to volunteer and to help.  So we would go out and 
help those old men.  I’m thankful that I did my part in serving those old men at that time. 
And their duties were still, were teaching us. They taught us a lot, a lot of things. And 
that was one of their contributions of those days. And also after that, after that came the 
wars. The 1
st
 World War, and the 2
nd
 War, Korean war, and then on down to the last Gulf 
War.  And our people volunteered to take part in that. Like I said, we have 165 years ago, 
we became close friends, protected one another. And even right now we are doing the 
same things.  Some old friends have given us.  And we are still helping one another, in 
ways like coming to meetings like this.  There are very important community issues that 
come up.  And that is all that … Started out first going to the Indian School.  We got old 
enough, we participated on the field of competition like in baseball, basketball all those 
sports.  We’ve been working together ever since then.  And then Company F was 
stationed right there at the Indian School.  Where I went to school. We were willing to 
take care of the emergencies that came up in the state. We were called upon to go there 
two or three times to take care of things like that, because our organization was fully right 
there. Our armory was right there.  And, ? … In the 1st World War, way back in nineteen 
hundred and fourteen, it originated from that right there, that school.  And another thing 
that I’d like to add into it, is that we were the only two full-Indian companies in the 
United States Army at that time, during World War 2.  There was another company, a full 
Indian company. And its officers were all Indians.  And it was Company C, I believe, 
from the state of Oklahoma. The ? Indian School. They were situated the same way. 
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Their Army was right there on the grounds.  And they did that. And it was not a problem 
then. We used to go visit them when I was stationed at Fort Sill and they would come 
over to visit our company area. And there was two Indian companies there in the service 
at that time. And we were always known as the Indian Company. Always I think, the 
Company of Arizona. And also our officers were all full-blooded Indians. My Captain 
was a full-blooded Indian from Pennsylvania … Captain Stewart Lewis, who was a very, 
very, very good soldier, taught us a lot of things we need to learn and survive. And we 
did.  A very good man, Captain Stewart Lewis. And sometimes I go upside the toll way 
and come up through Casa Blanca, and there he is by the road side there. His graveside is 
visible, I know where he lays, the company commander, and in my heart I give full 
respect for what he has done for us.  
And the next thing I want to talk today is that we are advancing the 2000
th
 year.  And we 
know that our elders are fewer and fewer. Not like they were in the old days when there 
were plenty out there, but today we are getting more less. An elder like to throw out a 
challenge to them. So every elder that is here today, I would like to throw out a challenge 
to you, like the old people did, they did not rest.  They knew what the future was going to 
be, and it wasn’t going to be easy, and we see that today, as we elders have let go of our 
tribal ways, our way of life in the tribes. And now at my reservation, a Maricopa Tribe, 
there was very young people, especially the girls.  I would say about 10 years to 14 years 
old, that will be get ? in the long run I guess, because that they know that there is 
something missing, greatly.  They knew that to get the full satisfaction of life, so they 
ask, they asked one of the elders, to lead … So he took them under his wing and guided 
them. Told him his stories. Also I and him worked together.  And I taught my language to 
the children. And they were very attentive. They paid close attention. They paid such 
close attention that they made me feel that I was way, way sharper than what I feel and 
believe. I know that they were really crying out for, because during those lessons you 
could hear a pin drop. There was all interest in Indian and I saw them in that religion and 
I say that  I’m proud to say that the Keepers of the Treasure is existing for it’s fifth year. I 
think they are doing good work. I felt it, because we are going to be the answer to our 
dead people.  To learn back their songs and their language. And I’ve been born in raised 
in it and like I say, I know that I am proud to be American Indian. I’m proud to be 
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American Indian because when I took up the service, I stood there and I say I’m from a 
great land know to America as Indian land. And I’m one of the them. And I’m here to 
protect my country. And that’s about exactly what I did.  
And that’s what I want these young people to get ready to meet all kinds of challenges 
that face them from day to day, and as you all know, your Indian way of life. You’re 
going to get by in this rat race of this present day. You’re going to get by someway. 
That’s what I did.  And now I feel that I’m part of America. The white people are willing 
to listen to us and learn our ways, which is very good. There’s always some white people 
around that feels for you and is willing to help you. So in turn, like I say, a challenge 
again, for the old people to get out there.  
This Keepers of the Treasure, it’s like our life-saver, a life saving thing. That you throw 
out to the midst of an ocean where a man is lost and sinking, sinking, and got nothing to 
grab on.   This something that we have in our present day. So when you hear speakers 
today, I want you to be that way. And so I say again, let’s throw out that lifeline, so the 
children can learn our ways since they are now. Different classes, different singers and 
teachers are teaching our children now. See they have a very good program right in this 
Indian community. Salt River, Pima/Maricopa People.  
So that is about all I have to say.  And remember the elders to do our best to our very last 
day, in bringing all this up to our new generation.  
 
Female:  
Thank you now. I’m feeling so very honored this morning to have the privilege of having 
our elders begin our sessions today with our songs, with their prayers and with their good 
words. It’s very strength building for me to know that the work that we’re doing with the 
Keepers is so very vital and important to all of us here. As our first teachers, our elders, 
we know the importance that you play, and we thank you for that and encourage you to 
continue to teach us as we go through these lifeways. The way of our people and the way 
that we see life, and take care of each other and our communities. I’d like to, um, before 
we have a break here, and go to into the sessions, I’d like to make a few more 
announcements.  One of them is that we just received, the Keepers of the Treasure has 
just received a check for a thousand dollars from the National Conference of State 
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Historical Preservation Officers from Washington, D.C. And I’d like to share that with 
everybody right now. We just received this right now and I’d like to say ? “Thank You” 
for them. And the work that we do, I think that’s one of the things that we’ve been talking 
about … is that we … behind the scenes kind of work to make conferences like this 
happen, to more jobs into the communities where people that need those services, that are 
looking for ways to help build up the reservation, our programs, and to continue our 
cultural lifeways.   And this donation certainly does help for us, and I thank them and I 
wanted to acknowledge them .. at this time. Also I would like to ask Michael Matts to 
come up and talk a little bit about the ? housekeeping of the resolutions committee and 
what they do with Keepers here.  
 
Michael Matts: Good Morning Everyone. I am not on a resolutions committee but I’d like 
to make an announcement that if you have a resolution try to get it in writing if you can 
to one of the resolutions committee members and they will try to work on it, typically 
through the night, to have all they can typed up and ready to go to the membership 
meeting tomorrow morning. So they have kind of a short time frame when they try to get 
the resolutions ready, but the very least you can do is to try to bring them in writing to the 
resolutions committee tomorrow morning. Excuse me, to the general membership 
meeting tomorrow morning that would be good. Uh, currently Yuki is the chair, ? is the 
chair board member of that resolutions committee, he predicts Sooee will steal him out, 
in a while he’ll be here this afternoon Lakota, and so we’ll try to make you aware of ?  
The other resolutions committee members are Rita martin, Loretta Jackson, Rita and 
Loretta I’ve already seen a lot of because they were in a planning committee, so, Gordon 
Pular.  Gordon, are you in here? There’s Gordon over there.  Tesse Noranho, He’s in the 
back, Nate Stevens, so watch for those people, and they’ll help you try and get those 
resolutions out. Thank you. 
 
Female: Thanks, Michael. 
And this time I would like to take a fifteen-minute break before the sessions.   
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